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1. The Brask Up Nolsboolc: The Leshisn Musical (Hudson

Theatre, Los Angeles): The SeCal girls started the yea

with playwright Patricia Cotter’s hilariously sardonic comedy that
combined lesbian heartbreak (our lovely heroine, Helen, has just
been dumped), dyke daring, queer weddings and pop musical num-

diences ro their feet. (hudsontheatre.com)
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3. Exposed: Experiments In Love, Sex, Death, Art (Councer PULSE,

The sold-our, 1 t ( 14 y iere
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Monologue




TILS 3
National Gay an bian Theatre Festival, Columbus, Ohio): Minneapolis
playwright and aceor Amy Salloway's ucterly fearless, absolutely hysterical
confessional goes through seven intersecting stories — coveting everything
from her rebel uterus to a surrealist lesbian adventure — about one woman
finding self-acceptance. It won Columbus'award for Best Comedy Solo Show,

which was of lictle surprise. (columbustheatrefestival.com)

5, Stripped and Tessed: Scandeious Stories With Subversive Subpiofs
(International Gay and Lesbian Theacer Festival, Montreal, Canada): Queer
performance artist Kimbeely Dark's compelling one-woman show looks at
strippers and consumers and posits questions about the ways women “con-

struct” themselves for social viewing, (kimberlydark.com)

8 The Hartemn Renalssance (BlackOur 2006, Charloree, N.C.): At BlackOuc
2006, this first annual thearer evenr in North Carolina, a mulriple acror, dan-
cer, musician and spoken-word artist production offered up a fascinacing view
of the impact of LGBT and same-gender-loving black people in history, inclu-
ding Ma Rainey, Bessie Smich and Langston Hughes. (carolinasblackpride

movement.com)

7 Playmaking for Girls (7 Stages Main Srage Thearre, Atlanta): In
Synchronicity Performance Group's one-night-only production, teenage girls
recently released from Arlanta detention centers gachered to perform eighe
hard-hitting short plays based on their lives. By inregraring the young actors
with seasoned pros, the plays rake on a level of depth and personal intimacy
that audience-driven works often lack, and as such chey become powerful

tools for validaring chese girls' voices. (synchrotbeatre.com)
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The play's the thing for (clockwise from |eft): Boston's All the Kings Men, the 1940s-ish Why D'Ya
Make Me Wear This, Joe?, still sexy Annie Sprinkle in Exposed: Experiments in Love, Sex, Death,

Art, Atlanta's very powerful Playrnaking for Girls and Bobbindoctrin Puppet Theatre's The Long
Christmas Ride Home,

8. All the Kings Men (Various locations, Boston): It's not easy to dismiss the
Kings as a simple drag troupe when their performances are superb comic sto-

rytelling set to music in a modernist cwist on Shakespeare. (atkm.com)

8. Why D'Ya Make Me Waar This, Joe? (Fresh Fruit Festival, New York): The
story of two women falling in love with each other while rheir fiancés are off
to war in the South Pacific, Joe is lovingly performed as 2 1940s-ish female
version of Brokeback Mountain (minus Ang Lee) written by award-winning
director Vanda and directed by Melissa Actebery. (freshfruitfestival.com)

10. Mastering Sex & Tortiias! (La Pena Cultural Center, Berkeley, Calif.):
This sexy and erotic comedy tackles race, sex, gender and immigration (hey,
they make it all work) from a queer Chicana perspective. Partners Adelina
Anthony and Coral Lopez are an absolute riot (Anthony’s high-femme pro-
fessor of Lesbian 101 is screamingly funny), and viewers will never lock ar a

rortilla the same way again. (adelinaanthony.com)

Honorable Mentions: The Idiot King ac Wow Café, New York; The Twelve Days
of Cochina at Theatre Rhinoceros, San Francisco; Beauty and the Breast at
Exit Theatre, San Francisco; Caged Dames ac Bailiwick Repertory Theatre,
Chicago; Queer Wedding Sweet: A Fabulous Jewish Wedding Musical and
Queer Vaudeville Extravaganza at the Jewish Community Center, New York;
Wonder Woman: The Musical ac the Columbus National Gay and Lesbian
Thearre Festival; My Yolanda Love at Queer Soup Theater, Boston; The
Children’s Hour ar TimeLine Theatre, Chicago. m

For more about l‘CSbIQH :hmtz’r. gO {0 curvemng.mm.
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